
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

PART 519
SLASH DISPOSAL

324.51901 Forest cutting, slash, and debris; disposal methods, specifications, and
elimination; approval by department.
Sec. 51901. Any person who cuts any forest growth within any public road or highway, or on land

bordering on any public road or highway in this state, shall dispose of all cutting, slash, and debris resulting
from the cutting, and dead stubs and windfalls from the area cut over so that inflammable material does not
constitute a fire hazard within the limits of the road or highway or within 50 feet of the edge of the cleared
portion of the limits of the road or highway. The method of disposal, the disposal specifications, and the
elimination of fire hazards shall be approved by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.51902 Forest cutting, slash, and debris; public utilities; responsibility for disposal.
Sec. 51902. All cuttings of forest growth, slash, and debris resulting from the construction and

maintenance of any railroad, that is a common carrier, telephone, telegraph, power, oil and gas line, or other
public utility shall be disposed of by the person either directly or indirectly responsible for creating the
cuttings, slash, and debris, in a manner approved by the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.51903 Forest cutting, slash, and debris; time for disposal; burning permit required.
Sec. 51903. All cuttings of forest growth, slash, and debris referred to in sections 51901 and 51902 shall be

disposed of within 30 days after cutting the same in the manner prescribed by the department. The disposal
shall not be injurious to or endanger public or private property. Any burning of cuttings of forest growth,
slash, and debris shall be done only under permit and at a time when forest and grass lands are not endangered
by the fire.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.51904 Forest cutting, slash, and debris; noncompliance; disposal by department;
statement of expenditures; reimbursement; neglect or refusal to pay amount; action;
money collected; disposition.
Sec. 51904. If cuttings of forest growth, slash, and debris are not disposed of as provided under section

51903, the department shall notify, by registered mail, the person responsible for the cuttings of the
requirements imposed for the removal or elimination of fire hazards. If the responsible party or parties fail to
comply with the provisions in the notification, the department may remove or eliminate the fire hazards, and
the department is not liable in any action or trespass for that action. The department shall pay for the disposal
or elimination of fire hazards resulting from cuttings of forest growth, slash, and debris from the forest fire
control appropriation, and the department shall keep an accurate account of the expenditures incurred by it in
implementing this part. The department shall present a full and complete statement of its expenditures,
verified by oath, requiring the person to pay to the state the amount set forth. If the offender refuses or
neglects to pay that amount within 30 days after the notice and demand, the department may bring suit against
the person in a court of competent jurisdiction in the county where the forest growth cuttings, slash, and
debris were not disposed of as required by the department, or in the county of the residence of the defendant
or of any defendant if there is more than 1. All money collected as result of action under this section shall be
paid to the state treasurer and credited to the forest fire control appropriation from which the expenditures
were made.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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324.51905 Violation of part; penalty; civil liability.
Sec. 51905. Any person who violates this part is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for

not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both. If through the violation of this part any
damage or injury is suffered by the owner of any property, the person who is guilty of the violation is liable in
an action for damages to be recovered in an action of trespass on the case for the benefit of the owner who
suffered the damage.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.51906 Rules, regulations, and specifications.
Sec. 51906. All rules, regulations, and specifications prescribed under this part shall be prescribed in

accordance with the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being
sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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